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An ill-white
decor allows
archilecieral
features liko
the stalrcase
o sland out.
“It"s vary
sarens,” says
Lea Farman,
shown with
hir ishand,
Howard,

amd hear
Maltipoa,
Rached,

lighting the way

How do you make a dark, historic house shine? Think white—

and add some shimmer,

LEE AND HOWARD Forman woere i kowve
with their 1860s McLean home but not
with i dark, marrow rooms,

Desagner Barbara Hawthorn special-
t#es in “timcless, rrend -resistant de-
sign,” but the obd farmhouse—paossibly
astop on the Civil War's Underground
Railroad—was a challenge

“The ceilimgs are low, and | had 1o
give 2 sense of space,” she says, “Alsa,
voi walk mght into the ving room, 8001
has to be welcoming,™

The new interior makes the mose of

thic home's features, The dark beams
are beautiful but bring the ceiling even
lower, so0 Hawthorn visually rassed the
ranf with pare white paint berween the
timbers.

While rradirional decors tend 1o fea-
rure dark colors, Hawrhorn went all
white for everything from the walls and

upholdstery to the carpet and the paper
arvwork over the hreplace. White gives
the tlusion of spaciousness, brightens
the room, and brings our archirecrural
clemients such as the perod staircase.

Separate conversation groupings also
imake the space—2% by 17% feet—fecl
even roomier, Cine large carpet, rather
than separate rugs for cach seating area,
pulls the room together,

The Formans alrcady owned a nice
s and chairs—his grandad made the
chairs—sao Hawthom had them re-cov-
ered, The simple lines and solid colors
affer an unclumered elegance, while the
skirts om the sofas and the dark wood
of the chairs and coffee 1able respece
the peniod, Shimmenng uphalstery and
drapes refbect an antique fichness—and
reflect much-needed hght from the few
windows,
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Tomake ihe
liwing room
brighiles,
designer
Barbara
Hawthom
choss fabrics
thal reflegt
light.

i

Ine the master bedroom, the cen-

B cerpicee is 3 custom-made mahiogany

four poster bed, The sivie is modern,
bur the erystal chandelier, which the
Formans already owned, makes the
vellow-sheened cotton drapenes glow,
The curve i the headboard is echoed
in the round Bench and bedside able o
sediten the impact of the imposing bed
and chamdelier.

Hawthorn alus made a room for same
T AN bags the Formans have amassed
over the vears, Lee, 3 graphic design-
ery and Howard, wheo is retired from
his Family’s whodesale liguor busaness,
plan o open a “bags as culoural icons™
misscun in Washington someday {ur-
seunrofbaarong ). For the space, a sanall
apartment ewver the garage, Hawthorn
designed 3 “browmn paper bag™ armusire
and a painting of 4 shoppang bag.

S0UR
Pairt cplors: Oin (he Ihving room walls, Ben-
jamin Moore Wit Dove, On the bedroom
walls, Benpamin Moara Calming Cream
Sota and chair upholstery. ). Lambai,
fudron fabric. From Exclusive Drperies &
Uipholgiery, Chantily; 1035689506, axcly-
Chairg in front of the fineplace (in which
Lee and Howard Forman are sealed): rom
Hancock & Moore, North Carnling; fencocks-
raciimoore cor, Chairs start af $1,150.
Handmade needlepoint rug: from Carpst
Irsaprietsinie: (o fh deéstign rasdhe only),
Mclean; 703-T51-0606,
Living-room floor lamp: from Timoshy

CES

Panil Canprts & Tooetibes, Mortinaest OC;
HI2-319-1100; smotmpaukicamals oo
Timthry Pauls Lampes ranga from 3500 io
£2,000

Cusiom four-poster mahogany bed:
maiie bry Eith Fritz, kbl com. Al
ahia al the Michasd-Cleary shimeoom (o
Thix dessign trasda only], Washingion Design
Center, Scarhwest 0O 202-4B8-9787
$B.8200

Bed panebs: Erimved Fabrics matertal with
Youks tishack frim. From Exclishve Dapanies
& Uiphalstary, Charlilly

Interior design: Bartiara Haathom, 703
241-5588; bavbavmhanthominienons. com,

ap ) Barbara Hawthorn's first rule in decorating: Declutter. *With any styla, less |s more,” she savs. Take a photo, she
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suppests

it willl show what's tob much, “People are abways surprised; thay say "Bay, lsn't there too much siull
an the table? It's hard 1o get rid of things, bul starl with the things thal aren’t meaningful.”
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NPR’s Midlife Crisis | The Real Condi Rice
Don’t Order the Tuna? | Homes of the Political Stars

home design

Free Advice From the Pros: Interior Designers Share Their
Iricks for Making @ Room Comfortable and Beautiful

Plus, a List of the Area’s Best Interior Designers
and Where They Like to Shop
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How Arch Campbell Became the Comeback Kid >>
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