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From Posh to Practical

F ALL THE ROCMS IN THE HOLUSE,

the: master bedroom suite is the most

private and personal. It's not only a

place for sleeping and bathing, but also

a refuge for working, watching velevision

and winding down. The bedmom pomion of the

suite often doubles as a living space or home office,

while the bathroom can provide a spa and a sanc-
ary from everyday stresses

Angd as the function of the suite has grown, so,

oo, lave its sige and sawre, “Bven in the averge

2, 200-scpuare-foct house, the master bedmom is big-

ger than it used o be,” says Gopal Ahluwalia, vice

president of research at the National Association of

Home Builders, “People are spending mone money
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remadeling master bedroom suites so they can have
miore closets, whirlpool mbs and dressing areas,”

No longer just bedroom-bathroom combos, “io-
day’s master suites increasingly resemble posh ho-
tels,” says builder Patrick Laessa, owner of the
Galileo Group in Mclean. Designed for personal
pampering, these suites cin NCOFPOTIte amenitics
such as fireplaces, chandeliers, kitchenenes, modia
centers, lounge arcas, personal gyms, saunas and
elaborite showers.

Designer June Shea of Shea Swdio Interiors in
Springfield, says that if she were advising a good
friend on how o go about the somewhat barge sk
aof creating @ master suite that works it would be,
“Treat vourself like a professtonal would; do your
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homework; assess yvour prionties, likes, dislikes,
mitks haves, and can't stancs: amd ser g reaishic buc
get,” Shea savs you should esablish a plan up froat,
but “be open w opponunites for modificatons tha
wiotld muekoe 3 good plan exceprional, and surmouncd
voursell with quality cilens, e it designers, con-
[raclons, anisans, o

Aany fedmires are pow routinely buill o rew
hommies, such as thar recently constructed by Baell
Builders in Potomead for Scott and Carol Della Penna
and thesir three teenage children. The couple shares
1 spacious, sage green bedrom with a mahogany
four-poster bed, matching side tibles, tvo chests ol
driwers and an orental rue. On the celling is a fan
with mahogany blades 1o match the furnimre

Acliacent o the bedroom are his and bers walk-in
closets and a large linen closet in a hallway leading
to the master bath, which centers on a whirdpool b
in front of o huge window, On elther side of the b
are shower and ilet companments, each with is
cwn oo, A pair of chery vanities with sinks s
inio limestone counteriops hnes the opposite wall,
Anel limesone nles cover the mised wib, shower stall
and [hoors

Le Chat's Meow. raciig pace: Dick Leggin says this master
suite was designed to capture the feel of an elegant
French apartment. Part of an addition to the original
house, the bedroom features a simple vaulted ceiling and
painted box beams. "it's a comfortable space,” taller than
the rest of the house but “not jarringly different,” says
Leggin. The balcony extends the view and the apparent
size of the room and overlooks a “fantastic™ garden,
Leggin alsa credits the remodeling expertise of Macon
Construction Inc. (Fhota by Kenneth Wiyner, courtesy of
Richard Leggin Architects)

At Home Elegance. esion: June Shea says her client's goal
was to consolidate two bedrooms into a spacious master
suite (see bedroom, page 44), “She wanted the spa experi-
ence—we added a large bath, two picture windows and a
place to put soaps, oils etc.,” says Shea. “We were able to
divwy the reom up into a his side with vanity/shower and a
hers with vanity/tub by creating a wall in the middle of the
space. Wertical windows at the vanity ensure natural light,
which is wonderful for applying makeup.” (Photos by Greg
Hadley, courtesy of Shea Studio Interions)
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His and Hers Jr., and Fido's. aBcve LEFT: Sharon Rainey,
wview pregident at Home Equity Bullders, says this bathreom
was designed for the teenaged boy and gird of the house,
including matching sinks and vanities. Mot sHow: Behind
the glass block reflected in the mirror are a separate todst
area with door and & large shower with an extra shower
head placed for easy shampooing of the multiple house-
hald pooches. The glass block curves around and connects
to the hallway, 3o that the kids can enter and leave in pri-
vacy, says Rainey. (Photo by Omar Salinas, Hi-Tech Photo
bn., courtesy of Home Equrty Builders)

Bed Trends, Apcve mowT; Russ Dailey, president of Scan
Furniture, says the upholstered look in beds reflects a
trend toward softer, more elegant suites. One of the
store’s mast popular beds features o hesdboard covered
in faux suede, "It feels like velvet”™ but is easy to care for,
says Dailey, (Photo courtesy of Scan Furniture)

Though Eirge and hesunoss, this aaster site i

il dhissigennsd o I practical, “In our prevdous home,
our Dedroom had a sitting anc and a fireplace tha
wiere pever used,” Caml explains. “So in this house,

wet elimumded them and spent more money on the

Feithroom and the fooring.”
Her remarks neflect o common attitiele towand

personalizng the master suite among homeowners
interviewss] for this amicle, IF o sigting room s into
a client's lifesivle then one is prowided, IF o, the
spuane fooagee is usex] for something else, such as g
larper closer, a biggoer bathroom o o Domes aoffioe off

the master bedroom

All the Comforts

Al all, the suite shonded incorporate comfions and
copveniences o sitishy individual pesds. IF vou
walch CHNN each moming, then install a flat screen
o the Bathroom wall soovou can sexs and hear it as
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vou prepane for your day,” says Lutessa. Or if vou

singg in the shower, install waterproof speakers so
vou can sing along with your lavoie fones”
[Drmigning an efficient vet elesant master suite re-
equires evervthing from figuring oo where o plce the
hed 1o choosing the bathroom fixiures. In many re
spects, the sule's relued spaces call for as mmuch
planning as the Kichen, The bedroon and Tathroom
shasulded b areangssd 1o promote casy flow Depween
thomm and 1o socomanesc ke S, (reas, ere LT
ArTiTi:
g thie Dpuhroom o sceommodite the b, shower,

cabdmets and closets for cloghies and lnens

sintks sl voiber, while kg ino account windows
andd other architeoniral Features, cin D pamicularly
clifficule within the confines of an existing space

A mEsler suiles propotions vy accornding o the
onvierall st of thee homie and the numbser of specialiy
arcsas that are incorpormied o L “The tvpical neaster
suite in the homes we build averapes around 2 300
spuane feet,” says Latessa. “That includes bedroom,
sitting  roswom, olfice, dressing moom, wo walk-in
closets and oo, The Bulwoom abone averges
chose wo 500 squane feer”

In remiodeled homes, the master suite “is e bu
ncit grggantice,” savs Bill Milholbined of Case Disign Be
mmerdeling in Bethesda, “Peopde e beang more neilis
i abour how they wse the space add bow they can
et the bedroom and the bathroom linke],” be sivs,
saov thant withver Fedl of o couple Gin ge out in the morme
ing withesuit disturbing the ome whao's sull shaping

Though the couple of a howse spend abowt a
third of thesir lives in their bedroom, they may put off
decomting and remodeling these private spaces until
the moee public living areas on ithe main foor ane
complete, The Della Pennas are making headway

bt still not findshed] decomine. “Evenmally, | want
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o put an armoine for the TV here,” Canole says,
pointing o a blank wall in from of her bl

‘Evervbody wants 4 TV in the bedroom and an
armuine o put it in” savs Beth Boges, director of in-
terior dosign for Mastercraft Interiors, a chain of anea
fummiture stones. Along with the armoine, she savs,
hoamerwners ivpleally purchose a queen bed, nighi-
ands and a chest of drowers with marching mir-
rof=—g suite of fuminere thar ovpecally nons abso
520,000 for ggher quushiy. solid woesd] designs, “Chr
number one selling bed B oa Regencv-mvle sheigh
besl,” she siys

Sleeping Elegance
AL Scan Furniture, the Test-selling beds are king-siee,
i akirk wioes] finishes such as wenpge, according o
comipeny president Buss Dailey, One ol the most
peopailar hias a headboard covered in fux suede fab-
ric. Tt fewels like velvet but i muoch more durmide and
stain-resistnt,” notes Dhailey, who savs the aphol-
stered book in beds s part of the mend toaand a
softer, more cegant look i msster suiles

Bedding has become more of a stalement,
“Thoere's o lot more rerest 16 Cusso f'u.'nl*-"n:’qf.uh_

i .it

pillow shams and dust nuftles,” savs Boggs, noting
that when people can't find bedding to fit larger size
beds, they olten have i custom meide,

“People are getting beawtiiul duvet covers and ac-
centing them with a cashmene throw,” says Mclean in-
terior desdgner Terbsirs Firwebor, “We're seeing less
fommal bed covers and moee prillewss—an inespsn-
siver waiy Of introducing elesimt and unosaal Rbnes”

soinwe homeowners prefer 1o put all their ey
imte decorating the lving room Beciise s pulilic,
anel they sews the muster suile 4% 3 Quiseler, mione neu-
il space. Dthers cipitalise on the privacy of the
UL D0 Creske o rormantis retreat thets unsgquely de-
signasd for then,

Mecliman homeowners Lee and Howard Forman,
whey recently renovated an expanded 1800 farm-
howsse, Debong o the bater camp. Their second-floor

Private and Posh. In their expanded 1800s farmhouse,
Lee and Howard Forman enjoy 4 romantic gataway,
LEFT: A window seat in the hallway connects two walk-in
closols, RGHT: A custom-dessgned mahogany bed and
cascading curtains carry out the theme. (Photas by

Geofrey Hodgdon, courtesy of Barbara Hawthom Interiors]
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All Things Are Possible. saaove: Susan Alefantis designed
this cozy setting around the fireplace, another lovely
option to warm up the master suite. The fireplace is cast
stone made locally to ook like mestone, in keeping
with the McLean house's English/French style. (Phato by
Oimar Salinas, Hi-Tech Photo Inc., courtesy of Alefantis
and Aszociates) eeLow: June Shea's dient inherited
Victorian antiques and art, which she made lovely use

of in her bed and bath swite (see bathroom, page 43),
*Ewverything on the walls and in the room has spedial
significance,” says Shea, The bedding is custom-made
and coordinated with antigue lace and buttons.

HOT SHOWH: Space for an enlarged closet and stacked
washer and dryer was gained by efiminating an unused
halhway. While the client and her husband love going to
bed and breakfasts, now there's just no place like hame.
iPhoto by Greg Hadley, courtesy of Shea Studio Interiors)
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master bedrooim incorporates o fireplace, & crvsal
chandelier and French doors opening 1 a baloony.
Dominating the center of the foom s 2 mahosny
bed with a3 curved headboard and gilded fnils thn
wils customi-designed by Hawthom. A the comers of
the e, creamy vellow cunains cascide down from
a molding in the celling to oreate the effect of an old-
Fashioned four-poster. The same fabrc, rmimmed inoa
colodful fringe, is repeated in window dmapes. In the
haillway, mwo wilk-in dosets flank 3 window seat,
“They're hers and hers,” jokes Howard Forman

Mest o the bedroom, the master bath was mns-
formed from “a white, cold space, to an inviting ref-
uge,” says Forman. Coordinating the colors and
finishes in bedroom and bathroom is the key o es-
tablishing a visual flow between rooms and enhanc-
ing the feeling of a suite.

Achieving this continuity and comforn peed not re-
quire a hefiv budget. Scan's Dailey savs many home-
owners sve the cost of dressers Iy building them
into their closets, allowing more room for the bed,
nightstands and TV cibiner. "These days, vou cin gt
a guality hardwood bedroom set for about 5200007

Capturing Space and Light

[n older homes, owners are knocking out walls o an
adjoining  bedroom 10 oeate a larger suite, add a
closet or enbirge the bathrmoom—and  boost resale
vitlue, "Buvers zero in on the kitchen and the master
bedroom,” savs Lorrie Hunter, a real estate broker
with Re/Max Gateway in Chamtilly. “A ot of opinions
about the house are shaped around those areas,
They want spacious naster bedrooms with sitting
argas where they can cud up with a book. They al-
so want bots of pamral light from windows and sky-
lighas, Walking o o small, deirks master i a nermoll”

This seemingly conflicung desire for light and po-
vacy can be challenging, says Bob Gallagher, vice
pressdent of Sun Design Remodeling Specialise Inc,
in Burke, Va. He oftien solves the dilemma with
highly placed windows and glass block next o the
tuly or shower.

Walk-in bedroom dosets with built-in shelves for
shoes and multiple dothes racks ane also pluses for
resabe, says Hunter. In the bath, she says a sepamte
partitioned area for the toillet and a steam, mubt-
spray shower “aren’t essential, but they add value.”
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soral belongings, from clothes and shoes o hats and
handbags, but also incorporate elements such as
lirpe dresser islands, chandeliers, [ounge seanng and
windows 1o allow in natuml light

Step Into My Closet

Larry Mordseth, presslent of Capatol Closet Diesign,
savs half of his business s for custom walk-in closets
thet cost on average $3.307. “People want their
closets to be as Deautiful as a kichen or a Bath-
room,” he says. “They want crown moldings, granite
tops and cherry or oak cabinetry. Closets aren't just
for clothes anymore.” He says it's not unusual for
homeowners to spend 320,000 w $50,000 on a
closet with “every bell and whistle,” inchuding tri-
view mirrors, velvetlined jewelry drawers and
electronic safes,

For a couple in Polomie, Nordseth fumed a sisting
roomm next 1o the master bedroom into a huge closet,
leaving the gas fireplace in@o. Hunning down the
center of the closet s a 10-foot-long dresser island
and a chandelier above w light the spoce. At one end
of the island & a padded bench for puming on shoes
and a vanity for applying make-up. There's even a
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Serenity Is the Word.

LEFT; Sherry and Fred Afshar
designed the master suite in
their Annandale home for
rrasdmum relaxation. They
sacrificed an extra bedroom
and bath to create a large
sitting room outside the
master bedroom. Completing
the picture are his and her
vanities and lots of light from
the very large picture window
behind a luurious Jacuzzi
bath, Arches on either side

of the tub are decorated with
2-inch-square cobatt blue
ceramic tles with gold veining.
The house was built by Seville
Homes. [Fhoto by Omar
Salings, Hi-Tech Phaoto bnc.,
courtesy of Seville Hames)

fiat screen TV, “IVs 2 dressing room for stading and
findshing the day,” explains Nondseth.

*Closeis have become small rooms,” adds Jan
Stotlemyer, president of Closet Factory, “They've be-
come bigger, from the average walk-in of 6 feet by
8 feet 1o 10 feet by 12 feet.” Stwotlemyer says that in
the newest closets, dothes, shoes and other stored
items are concealed behind doors o keep out the
clust. “People want a large center istand that houses
drwers and shebves underneath in woxds thar
complement the bedroom furnishings or the bath
finishes,” she adkls,

As homeowness invest in more luxurious moster
suites, builders and manufscturers are responding
with an expanded range of cabinetry, plumbing
fistures and finishes, Overflowing spa ubs, heated
el racks, niarble Boors, Venetan plasier walls,
bevrrel-vauled ceilings and hand-painted frescos e
st some of the ways in which homeowners are
creating the ultimate escape for refaxation  and
solinde. “The design choices are virually unlimined,”
spys Latessa. “The trends in moster suites are all
based on the desing 1 have a one-ol<i-kind home
thar reflecrs the owner's personality and lifestyle” B
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