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Harbars Hywahorn demgned che IEansigion
spaces, ep-and-downsiairs . hallways, for
the 2} Mational Symphosy Decoemions’
Show Hiouse sponsored by the Women's
Commines. s the generous, vel pamoe,
spaces she crealed a series of vignetles.
baih attractive amd Fumctional, linked
together by a gohesive mlerplay of
dedapn clements. See “NS0 Show House
Owveroure,” page 238 Photogmphy by
Hoss Chapple
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NSO SHOW HOUSE OVERTURE
Foyer And Hallways

TEXT Barbara Karth, Chewy Chasze, MD
FHOTOQGRAPHY Ross Chapple. Takoma Park, MD



or thi second yvear in a row Barbara Howahom of

Barbara Hawthorn Interniors has designed a

hallway for the Women's Committee for The
Mational Symphony Orchestra in  their annual
fundraising show howse, “Just call me Cucen of
Halls,” loughs Mz, Hawthorn. In little over a year, she
has gamered generous publicity for that oft overlooked
spacel W conseculive years in the Washington Post,
plus. HGTY s Better By Design, and, of course,
HOME & DESIGN Magarine.

“I like 1o make use of forgolien spaces or spaces that
otherwise might not reach their potential for function
and aesthetics,” she sayvs, "Hallways are 50 much like a
front door. they have o be very welcoming. And they

ABOVE: Barbara Hawthom called upon Joe Miermann of
Micrmann Weeks o solve the problem of hanging their
Carcassonne mirmors over the apremarkable existing mimors,
He fabrcated cable and camoullaged the hook with & h-_-:. Atk 1N
o the moulding. a comiemporary pwist on the traditbsnal ribbin
amdl pecture. linbion marble decorted with mlavs convers
FI|.|I'|I|,"[~ 15 ;,'|_||'|'\1||||_"-|

FACING: Barbara Haowthormn of Barbara Hawihom Interion
desagmed the transiteon spaces, up-and-downsinirs |u|'|u;-:.~._ fie
the 106} Natiomal Symphony Decorators® Show House
spoisored by the Women's Comamitiee, In the penenous, wel
narmow, spaces she created o series of vigneies, bath anractive
amdl functional, lhinked bogether by a cohesive imerplay of
de=sign elemenis
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set the personality and tone of
the house,”

She kept the best this house
had to offer and built on it: the
black linoleum floor with white
insels of straight lines giving
way [0 curves, the mimor
covered archways, and the
planiers below them thai once
overflowed with plastic plants.
The mirmors were unremarkable,
no beveling or fing detail, so she
added circolar Carcassone
mirrors in 4 French steel finish
from Niermann Weeks and
suspended them from  custom
fabricated cable with the large
hook discreetly hidden by a
kevstone, a twenly-first ceniory
take on the traditional nbbon
suspension of pictures. As for
the planters;, they became
consoles as she discarded the
plasiic planis, capped them
with Italian marble and
added moulding. Ms, Hawthorn
painted the undistinguished and
well-worn wood  stair treads
and upstairs fMoors black, adding
the white motif of the
downstairs linoleum, unifying
these fransition spaces

Black, white and gray are
dramatic and Ms. Hawithorn
extends their depth and breadih
as she interpreis her paleite
through a varety of materials.
Paini from Ralph Lauren, a
variation of white touched by
opalescence, adds a subile
shimmer to the columns and
highlightz tim on the consoles.

FACING: This arch, opposiie o
mirrored arch, becomes a frume for
the painiing, “Ebb Tide" by Elizaboth
Byrd. Barbarn Hawthom added deama
with & custom designed pillow and
rolled throw onm the slipoovered
loveseat. The charming hexagonal,
antigque-mirmored  ble i from
Niermann Weeks,

In ! sl hll"."al_'. iJI;_;l_'hI:il;:l. B
requisite.  Barbara Hawthom
IIIJ'II-H. ||!||' |'||,"..-|r|||' i||l;|| 1}
temporary home For Duilering
butterNies. When the show

house  closed, they  were
refurned to thelr home In
Crt M= Hawtharn Einks
thie I|I-|'|.|l|||l|'|.||!|||-'-i'- of the
butierfly o thol of the show
s, @ transformaiion e

woimiellnings beautilal.
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Woven stainless steel 5 repeated in
different gauges for the Roman shades, a
cabinet front and a radisor covenconsale
and, most nadably, i the centmal chandelier
designed by Joo Miermann of Miermann
Wieeks from a skelch by Ms. Hawihiom.
They adapted the design from. Paul Klee's
“Twittenng Machme.” The asvmmetrical
lighting fixiure is a counterpoint o the
symmetry of the space.

Upstairs, an antgue alter whle, circa
1730, from MNorthern China 1= 3 design
conceived of the simplest of lines exgquisitely
cxecuied, I just shows the mspiration o
fumiture makers, s mmeless. When s
good design, s good design, and i fins in
any decor,” Ms. Hawthom explains,

she vses exagperated scale “to make
things surprising  and  inleresting.™
Civersized balls beneath the able ane “jusi
viery whimsical.” They could be used as an
oftoman, of just a decorative piece, “The
witeroolor botanicals downstairs are blown
up a hundred times,” she adds

The past becomes contemporary as Ms
Hawthorn selecis a Chippendale-style char
of lser-cut steel and a cabimet reminizcent
of the A Deco perod. “The legs ook
almost like the Chrysler Building in
reverse, Il was the legs that really aitracted
mi, the simplicity of the line and form and
then the creativity of the insef, woven
stainless stéel doors,” she notes.

The Meitie Darr table was inspired by
one from the home of her good fmiend and
fellow designer Barry Dixon’s aunt, *'Barry
psked Mike Weeks to design o glass top
tnhle that looked ke his gunt"s wond able
5 50 [abulous because it had the antiguoe-
mirrored glass on op,

And she camoulliged o radiator with
the help of William Hopper, who biilt &
consale from packing crales used (o ship
the marble console tops, Woven mesh in a
heavier gauge echoes the BEoman shade on
the staircase window, “0On the console ane
these wonderful cork trays. | stacked
them for simple storage when they
amvied Troam MNew York and poticed they
had this: pagoda feel. a  structural
feel...an micresting sculpiural form,” Ms,
Hawihorn explains,

The 2001 fover and hallways are
shimmiering, show-stopping spaces  in
dromatic contrasts tempered with metallic
gray, and punched with discriminating
spippets of color, Ms, Hawthom bormows
from Eastern philosophy, opting for the
concept of “good energy.” “What T really

ABOVE: Soft flowing lines of o 173 Chinese alier wahle from Fasg and

« wall and nbstract

Heviond 15 a counterpoant 1o the hagh conirast of ihe

painding by Elizabeth Byvd. Coloriunl silk balls add punch o the vigneite

FACING: Photography by Geoffres Hodgdon amd stacked wmvs of cork with
isnoe s acvessireae a consaode in the apstzrs hollway with unfeered serenins
Frarbara Horwihorm demonstraes her respect fo e old as il 18 reamempicicd (o
e Pwenty -lirst cenfury m a Clappendale-styvle chuir fabmcated of Baser-cul steel

This metul is I..'|'\,'.|:q,'|: oy e console as wioven Labasc

ey b o is have a space that most people feel they are comiortable
spending time in...s sense of harmony and balance...and cluer is
inconsistent with that.” Bul absence of clutter and simplicity
require atfention 0 cach design clement of hne, form, color and
texture, all expertly combined in Ms. Hawthomn's spaces.

Editor’s Mote: White Olaks, the 2001 NSO Decorators’ Show
House, in Washington, RC>will be featured in the upeoming issue
of HOME & DESIGN Magazine. Barbara Hawthorn's entry hall
has been the overune
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SOURCES

Sifyr Table; Marmann Weeks, Fastngion, DC

Liresaat with Slipoover: Bathars Hawihorn Inlanors
Meloan, VA

Black & iWhita Throw: Mermann Weeks Fabrics,
Wisthinglon, DC; Barhan Hawiborn inferors, Melaan, W

Ty and Pifiow: Anng Walker Mrouigh Barbara Hawiforn
Iratinios, Medadn, 1A

Arf Ligiet Dominian Eloctric, Arfinglon, ¥4

Sk Docorainag Bnls: Dosgoed by Bacbary Hewdharn
WRenE, Mol oan, A

Fabricabon: Pichard Design, Washngion, OC

Bamitr Penclant Chanseler; Marmann Weaks,
Wasiingion, DG

Lipdahi Devndovony Efacing, Arkngron, W4

Stanaing Budafa: Easl and Bayond, MeLaam, ¥4

Empare-Siyie Arm Chair: DA theough D154
Washmgion, DG

Limasiang Top: EX, e, Now Yok, MY

“Lunar”® Bowi; Ron Saff, New Yok, NY

Carassonne Mimar: Mermann Weeks, Washinglon, DC

Drapeau Bench: Lends Mifman, iz, Washinglon, DG

Caligmphy Brush Exaf and Bayond, Melean WA

Bplenvical Paintings: John Matihew Mocre, Awery Fine Arl
i Framing, Weastangion, DG

Anbique Chiness Wod Frest Bowd: Ron Shake ol STicks
and Stomes, Falls Chush, 1

River Siones: Adamas, Alerandna, W4

Rape Lights: Dominven Elacine, Arkngion, ¥4

YazaWine Cooler; Harbara Hawthorm Inferiors,
MicLaan, WA

(2ame Tahle: Scalymande. Washingion, DC

Tall Thin Vase in foe Biue: Konding, Mo Yok, WY

Like Dok ane Strmw Chair; Scalemande. Washingion, 0C

*Ttianing Maching” Chandobor. Nisrmam Woaaks,
Frastangfor, OC, nath Barbara Hawtforn inferiors,
Metsan, W

O Parstings: Ellzabeth Byrd througt: Barbara Hawihom
Intariors. Mcloan ¥4

Chinese Al Table: Exst and Beyond, MeLaan, WA

Drapary Fanels with Hardware: Basbara Hawifior
Injisrrcs, MeLoan, ¥4

Silk Faboic: Niarmann Wesks, Washingfon, DC

Haman Shado: K-35, Miw Wk, NY

Biack & Whits Pholos: Gaofiray Hoolpoon, Alla Rogers
(allary, Wastangfon, DC

Lipsizss Tabdn: Miks Weets through J Lambath
Washwgion, DC

Lingizsrs Cabined and Myror; K-5, New ¥ori, NY

Art Deco-Siyle Candiasiions. Ao S, Mew ok, NY

REIGHT: Ar the iop of the siairs, Ms. Hawihom
chie an elliptical mimmor and cabinet with woven
sieel by Richard Rowland of K3 The
Chippendale-style chaar of laser-cufl steel and the
Mettie Darr thie by Mike Weeks temper the high
contrast of black and white wiabe adding just a
touch of metallic shimmer, Candlesticks by Eon
Seil are reriniscent of the An Deco style
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VICKI WENGER
e N

ur very special member and friend, Vicki Wenger,

passed wway on Joly 1d4th, 201 after a long

illness, . She i mizsed (remendously on both
professional and personal levels. Vickn was a “mover and
shaker,” and left her mark by her many accomplishments
and contributions.

She was active in the AID (Amercan Institute of
Interior Designers) and later in ASID.  She served as
president of both organizations, was a Director at Lange
many bmes, chared committees and was always
volunteering—enthusiastically!—to help. She participated
in symphony showhouses and Gourmet CGalas, Vicki was
also our chapter biographer, writing clever profiles of
oar members.,

She has been bonored with numerous owards including
chapter and presidential citations, Medalist in 1997,
Fellowszhip in 1998, the Media Award in 1995 and three
Telly Awards for her ielevision show “Design Edition.”
This year, she received Life Membership in ASID,

Personally, she was a one hundred and ten pound
dynamo! After studying fasheon design al the University of
Mebraska, she opened her own dress shop in Georgio
{where she met ber future hushand, an Air Force surgeon)
and designed clothes, soon moving 0 Texas with her
Tamuly and modehng clothes.  They finally came o siay in
pur area in 1959 when Vicki studied interor design and
opened her own business in 1963, All this while raising her
rwo children, Linda and Peter! For 10 vears, the family
had a beautiiul farm in Fredenck County, so, our Yicki was
also o “larmerene”! She was 4 licensed private pilot, and
made many cross-country tnips with her husband (and
solol) in her Luscombe Silvaire, “The Luscious.™

Vicki Wenger was a tour de force..wife, mother,
grandmother, dress designer, intenor designer, elevision
producer, pilot, and friend. We shall remember and miss
this remarkable woman.

In her honor, our Media Asward shall be known as the
Vicki Wenger, FASID, Media Award.

Editor’s Note: This tribute was composed by members
of the Washingion Metropolitan Chapter of the Amencan
soctely of Intenor Designers, mcluding Sandra Fredman
andd Abigal Brassil Adelman, It wias written by Constance
Mercer.

Vicki Wenger graciously and generously enriched the
lives of all who came in contact with her.
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