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DESIGNERS at Home

Experiment

Barbara Hawthorn strikes
a balance between work
and play in her own
home “laboratory”

By Sharon faffe Dan
Phaotography by Geaffrey Hodgdon

ucked into o guies

wootled neighborbood

in Mclean, Barbara

Hawthom's home  has

evolved with her career

over the past 26 vears,

She first laid eves on

the lighifilled contem-

I:Il:ll.ill i 'I'u'l'll'll "l]“' ShGES

: planning a move from

Berkeley, Califormis The self-avowed “California girl™

knew the colonials so presalent in the area were no

for her and boughit the secluded property on the spot

Huwthom carved out an office in a thivd-foor bed-

roon for her burgeoning intenordesign business, Her

business (and Bamily) grewe When her son [ames was

g I_'II.IHI:i_{Il L mcves Lipestairs, | lawthoorm converted his

nursery into a hirger office. Today Hawthorn has three

emplovees and several dedicated workspaces in her

home, inchiding a newly completed Bbrc library

“Belore | knew it, about a third of my living space has
become office, bat it's not obvious,” she s,

Outfivted in neutral shades with "punches of color,”™

classic fumishings and a lifetime’s worth of an and

collectibles, Hawthorm's home performs i double

cuties with sivle, Whether James, now a college fresh-

muan, decides 1w come home for the weekend with a

handful of mends or Hawthorn condecis a design

presentation, her home meets the challenge.

na
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Mol freqriently meets clients in her Hght and airy
divagr vooam. 1§ displays some of the Streasures she has
eotlected from o .'nl-"liﬂ' hoicres on well ax the wpork of
Sovar! aritads, :.-|.-'|'u|!m_,: ar abidract fratnfing ey Fliebwih
Byrd cind seidptvres by Elizabeth Freire,






The sphtlevel design lends isell well 1w the separa-

tion of work and personal spaces. Set one step down
from the main entrance, her lving room s washed in

white with abstract art making a bold color staemen.

“The impact of flacement, symmelry, repetition,
the wse of cofor as a focal point can create
a wonderful sense of drama but need not be
. brverdgel-taisten, ~ shie says,

The room shows off many of the “linle measures”
Hawthom has used in past design show louses that she
coubdn't bear o part with, like a decomive silk ball
aottoman and a fax-fur throw, On the Tanding tha
beds upstairs, a recamier she creared for the 2001 NS0
Decoramor’s Show Houwse displavs a reversible throw of
her design that doubles a5 2 pillow when volled.
Hiuwthom proudly points out that the sectional

sofa in her living room has been there since the "7,

T it 5 lr.-J.ul.'.lf-. yrxam (i) Freleprrdes Nalinm SO, . rarate
and glass with anligue froyer rug, an anbipie Sedeeis
cheer arad Ferrmieen arn Afrcan arffacts,. Hamtiom {miafrite,
standing) reeenlly completed o filmie Sy, adere she shiaties
l|'-|'r1.l||. U1 TS 1"1"."_." |__."|.'lr.-.' Irfl fo mphat 1; Mlenifer Moas, Denise
Maskstmomiz and Cilvrenis Ve,

Shie attributes the timeless quality of her lurmishings
tor i few simiple principles. “Just go for good lines and
form and proporion,” she sas,

Cwver the yvears, lurmishings and accessores have
shified with new acqguisitions, “One danger of this
business is that you go into places and Gl in love with
things.” As a resule, she says, "My space has become a
warking laboritory, integrating modern fumishings
and antigues and newral colers punched up by
accents.” Case i poink her family room, where
lalian sofas, Ludite and gliss intermingle with
antique prayer rugs, an antigque Biedermeicr chai
ard Peruvaan and African artifacts,



Hawthorn often imvites clients o meet a1 her home
carly in the design process. “To some extent, [ strted
using my space more in the last couple of vears as peo-
ple are more interested in mansitional and eclecoc

stvle” she savs, "My home s modesi—its not one of

those: rand homes—but it lets people see what vou can
do. The impact of placement, ssmmetry, repetition, the
use of color as a focal point can create a wonderful
sense of drama bt need not be a budget-buster.”
Artwork takes center stage throughout Hawthorn's
home, She displvs a wide range of art in her home,
from abstract paintings to an 18th-century engraving.
“Art is miy comifort food,” she says. "Unfonunately, 1'm
running out of wall space,” Howthomn encourages her
cliens o stan collections of their own and she avidly
supports local artists. "Having a collection in your own
home makes things so much more special.”
Hawthorm has designed plemy of shelang and disns-
er space throughout her personal and work spaces.
GCenerous propomtions and clean lines marmy form and
function. “I'm the kind of person who hates clutter,”
she explains, which is why she decided 1o create a ded-
icated Fbric library on her lower level that organizes
her thowsands of samples. *1 call it my playroom,” she

gays. [he new space features ste-ol-thean lowvoltage
halogen lighting, a generous drafting table and copi-
s stainless-steel drowers where fabrics are stored by
color. The pidee de résisionee: Pyl Boonng, a woven
vinl surface that is easy on the feet and bounces back
when a client’s ching ssmple goes fving off the @ble,
{Literally.) With its meallic look and geometric circle
peitterTs, i conveys a sense of clean, indusirial cool.

Mow that the fabric library s done, Hawthorn has
her eve on a few other innovations, She plans 1w
reupholter the living reom sofas in a dressier, more
sophisticated fabric—white, of course. She i also
going to install an electronic window treatment by
Vimeo in the living room that will afford privacy but
letin thie light. The end result will e something like
a “shoji screen—beautiful but very functional.

T el cliemis not o be afraid uflL'x]}::l'inu:n:ing."
Hawihornm savs. From the look she'’s achieved in her
own eclectic home, this designer has beanfully ms-
tered the are of experimentation., 4
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Ceeofirey Hodgdon Pholograply bas been o frofessionad
Photagrapher for more than 10 years,
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