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|16 Old World Style

Designer Alice Busch blends antique reproductions
with opulent window treatments and fabrics o achieve
classic European ambience in a Marvkind home.

By Judith Beil

| /5 Farmhouse Revival

Architect David Mewmann brings to life a fourth-generation
Victorian farmhouse on Virginia's Rappahannock.
fy Barbara Korth

On the Newsstand Cover:

Venetinn pasier tvalls doed ilded furnishings distingnivh a freartion
devigned oy Alice Huwch. Phote © Goedon Reall

The Elements of Style
The Washington Design Center's Spring 2005 Design
House displays nine rooms fit for a CEQ.,
By Bartwira Karth

| 48 Green & Clean

A couple realizes a dream to design and build a2 modemn

home that embodies environmentally sound living.
Iy Sharan faffe Dan

A Gardener's Palette
Landscape designer Tom Mannion tmnsforms a lackhuster
property into a lush landscape on the Potomac.
By Jane Berger

A Cool Mix
Inspired by the retro lounge look on a trip o Milan,
Donald Syriani fills his Rosshm condo with sleek,
lialiam siyvle,
By Lredsorah K. Fhiefsch



Green&Clean

An environmentally friendly home blends into its
Leaoded lot—but reveals sleek, modemn spaces within

Gy Sharon Joaffe Daon -
Photograpiiy by Kenneth M. Wynier




Hawthorn approached the project with enthuesiasm.
“When I saw this house on the plans, [ was just blown
away, It was a wonderful opportunity to take my first
career and combing it with my second,” she sivs,

Lending a human scale to the great room was one
of Hawthorn's initial challenges. “You have this gar-
gantuan space,” she recalls. "How do o you ke such
an incredibly large space and make it intimate for dif-
ferent groupings and purposes and not leave it cold
and empty or not wao full?™

She defined wo groupings within the space. On
the: right is & more formal living rosm area with a sofa
and a chaise gathered around a raised fireplace. *It's
very conducive 1o conversation but iv's also a place
where you can streich out and enjoy the view,”™ she
savs. Un the left is a family room area near the
kitchen. A TV is cleverly disguised above cabinetry
buile in o the low wall of the fover, A custom sofia with
reclining backrests is upholstered in an iridescent
blue recyeled fabric resembling silk. Hawthorn calls it
“indestructible.” A custom-made egg-shaped coffee
table, built by a childhood [riend of the owner, has a
licd thiat can be raised open to conceal wovs and clue-
wer The two groupings are connected by a glass pamie
table and a green bench in the center of the space.,

Throughout the interior, Hawthorn used colors
that reflect the cudoors. “Working with my client, we
very quickly zeroed in on soft greens and blues,” she
savs, "We chose subtle colors, in many cases. Bul o
give it some excitement, some of the greens are kind
of acid, w give it that charge.”

Hiwthorn  masterfully applied color—an accent
watll by the raised lreplace, the chartreuse fabric cos-
ering the chaise—io enhance, but not overpower, the
open feeling. The homeowners acquired new ar-
work in just the right scale and color paleties 1o com-
plement the furnishings. The textiles they selecued
are all cither recyeled materals or natural fibers,
including wools, cotton, silk, jute, hemp and linens;
sustainably harvested maple paves the floors.

Working with lighting designer Wamnme Hinson,
Hawthorn also developed a customized lighting
pln. “The architect had done a wonderful job
addressing davlight in the home, and 1 wanted o
carry through the same effects for lighting on cloudy
days or evenings.” The system in the great room inte-
grates energy-cilicient lowwvolmge lighting with win-
dow treatments thar provide privacy, light control
and UV protection.

At the touch of a button, shades from Lutron can
be raised or lowered in unison, manually or via pre-
sel contrals, A drywall valence built above the great
room windows coniceals the shades when not in use,
Says Hawthorn, "It's a very clean aesthetic that's con-
sistent with the architectore of the house, To make it
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The breakfat room (pichred here) houses pantry
calvmets and the wife's home office. Orpanic shapes.
from the vinlage Saarinen fable (befow left) fo the

arvaorons dining chairs and bar steols (befouw right).

eotitriest seith Bre home's angular les,
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tons and we'd find out the ramilicanons,” he recalls.

"Wherever we could, working with our builder, we
chose suppliers that had respected the chain of cus
tody requirements of the U5 and International
Foresiry  Stewardship Council,” she says, Swhich
rrvesens that at every stage, from the harvesting 1o the
fimishing, enwvironmental principles are aken inio
account. We used a lot of alicrmative woods and
species thar are renewable and are not endangered,
That was very imporiant to me.” They also insialled
coo-friendly insulation, carpeting made from recy
cled plastic boules, water-saing |r|1|111l1i:|g fixtures
and used no-AOC painis from Duaron,

However, they rejected other ecodfriendly products
that didin’t meet their prerequisites, “We investigated 3
leat oof alternative products that just didn’t end up being
enerpy-ellickent bocause of the shipping costs,” she says,

In the end, the project came inoat just 10 percent
over budget—largely due (o desion and finish changes
thee hodneonaners :|:'|:||.|.-|1n.|m| -e|'u|"|||||,1| EOnArLeiaon,

Mow that the family is sertled into the new home,
they're thrilled with its energy efficiency. “We expect-
el ouir heting bill o be mple whan i was inoour old
howse because this s riple the size, butic’s under dou-
ble,” sivs the wife, “And we're still Gguning out how o
program the thermostal.” The house was sited s they
could ke advantage of passive solar energy and the
heating and the cooling effects of the ground
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The DG ndscape architecture firm Oehme, van
Swedlen is planning namral-looking gardens thar will
Blend seamlesaly into the woods surrounding the
house, which slope down o a stream, “We're keeping
the land forested, which is an unosual thing in
Virginia these diays,” savs thie wile, "We want our Kids
I Appreciie growing up in naure and romping in
the woods, ™

Moving into the home was the culmination of more
than four years of what seemed like endless planning,
"I felt this cuphoric sense of disbeliel than we bad done
it and it had twrmed out so well,” savs the wife. =1'm sill
pinching mysell,” The house perfecty suits their
lifesavle, “We like o enteriain and hove fiends over and
our kids' friends over,” she contimees. "We wanted
hose where that would be an casy thing 1o do.”

Her hushand agrees. "Because we hive voung chil-
dren, we desipned it o be used rather than a muse-
uim. There's open space, priviate space and fun space,
And the view from the great room windows makes i
feel like a ree howse, Looking down and across the
hill can be breathsiking, It seems unreal.”

She sums it up perfectly: “It's green and clean,
That's how we like iy, of course,” €
Plotigrapdier Kenneth M, Wyner ix based i Tikomn
Park, Maryland
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iy Innlding the struchers into fie dofe of the frofurly,
the archileol wox oble fo mbrinze e mifo B front of
the haise, bael soarang sfwaces gl orde,

wo pairs of hawks raise their
voung i the high irees sur-
rounding a new luxury home
m Mclean, The hircds” lealy
habitar 1% intact becaese tree
preservation was one of the
homeowners' op  prioritics,
But their goals were even more farreaching. They

wanted a custom home desigmed and built 1o be envi-

ronmentally friendly from co it b complenon, [n

addition o havang minimal impact on the wooded

site, thewr home would otiliee passive solar ene

Architecivre: Bobert WilkolT, ALA, Cabin John,
Marviland

Builder: Jell Carpenter, Monticello Homes,

an, Virsings
w Pexign: Barbara Hawthorn, Barbara
Hawthorn Interiors, McLean, Virginia
L A el « Dehme, Van Sweden &
Asgociies, Inc,, YWashington, D
Sife Congeravetion: Andrew Ross, RTEC Tree Care,
Falls Church, Virgimia
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recveled and sustainable materials and encrgy-

efficient appliances and lighting svwsiems,

One might expect the house, which is now com-
plete, 10 look like an experiment in tented lving, But
this project leaves all the stereotvpes associated with
“preen” building in the dust. [s newtral, unassuming
Fagade gves way 1o a surpnsingly sleek and modoemn
interior bathed in light. The house is a lving, breath-
g testament that green building and good custom
design can go hand in hand,

It all began four vears ago, when the owners, who
now have bwo voung daughters, decided po leave their
ald cenmterhall Colonial and buld a2 new  hooses
that would embody a more modern acsthetic: The
couple—he, the founder and owner of a small sofi-
ware company whio also has a master's degree in phys-
Gl oceanography, and she, a conservation policy
speecialist and former journalist—knew they wanted
1o build a susuiinable home.

1 grew up appreciabtng the outdoors. 1 chose o
carcer in conservation,..and movery passionate
about the preservation of species and forest conser-
vation. Just from a perspective of health and prevent-

ing asthma and cancer, [ really wanted low poxiciny for
the howse as well,” savs the wife,

Her huskand wis also committed to the idea, "We
have always been interested in efficient use of naoral
resources,” he sws “While not building a home at all
would probably be best for the environment, we
believed we could create a wonderful home while
incorporating environmentally friendly elemenis
where it was appropriate and cost-competitive,”

Ihey purchased the three-acre wooded propert
in 2000, The frse challenge was o assemble a design
and construction wwam willing o support and imple-
ment thewr vision. They selected custom builder Jeff
Carpenter of Monticello Homes, who was ready 1o
face the challenge head-on, and began working with
# local architect. Bul when the project had almost
reached the building stage, they decided o scrap the
architect’s plans, which they felt did not reflect their
gotls or the terrain of their kind.

A Inend suggested thar they call Bob Wilkall, an
architect based in Cabin Jobn, Marvland, They were
impressed with the clean, modern lines of his work,;

i addinon, Wilkofl was intngued with the prospect

R AL IST 30 150



pior designer Barbara Hauthorn hosed in on
J ensiel grvemin o roflect the outdoers med extabiislh o
s of screnity. A pecinting by Mivn Hocht in the

By roomn cren complements the color scheme. Bold,

lompolinge Fghting fixtiores v energy efficient oand
cerit enestly Be smovedd or cogmrented oy needs chege.







of designing a green home that would fit into the nat-
ural slope of the propery. He got 1o work right away.

In an age when bigger is often considered better,
these homeoswners wanted o downplay the size of
their home. The exterior detailing was inspired by
photos of Mew England-stde homes with cedarshake
siding. “They wanted something that was not the big
MecLean mansion. It's a pretty large house, but we
made it low and spread out,” sas WilkofE, "There's a
lot of traditional demiling. It's more subtle and tradi-
tional from the front.”

This subulery makes frst impressions of the intedor
all the more striking. Guests arrive in an open fover
paved with tiles the color of blue lapis. Steps spill
down into a soanng great room with a wall of glass
iraming views of the woods. Splashes of color in the
furnishings and artwork play off the light walls, wood
floors and greenery and sky bevond. Welghty curvi-
linear support beams painted metallic blue make a

BE HOAE & DESCE U AT G

Orhasite, dodtsr from top bnft: Automated shades Iy Lubron
affored frveacy and provide UV peoleciton; Bie iof of the
egeshnpedd coffee fnlde by Koty Lavding can be roised o
eoneeal oluiter; o Meddiesa lght by Zavieen aceends & e well;
ipe, o Imgdasting, sustoinable wood from Brazil, poves the
ik n:lf_ll" e greal Foom.

strong architeciural statement. Above, a second-s1ory
cable-rail "bridge”™ connects the wo wings of the
house, one con@aining the: master suite, the other
home o the wo girls” bedrooms.

The architectural plan unfolded over many months.

The main stairs were drwn and re-drawn, and evenin-

ally given their own “tower” off the fover 1o maximize
open space, The architect was able to minimize the
size of the howse in the front by using the bridge o
connect the two wings. Wilkoff explains. “The separate
bedroom wings connected by a bridge bring down the
profile in the front, rather than creating one large
mass, [t also gives the owners a good deal of privacy.”






Carpenter and his team Bced a number of cogr-

neering feats imposed by the open design of the
homes, The entre second oor is cantlevered over
the first, which he called “an architeciral framing
challenge.” A large amount of steel was needed o
create the giont support column and radiating beams
in the great room. Flexible plywood was handorafved
on site o create the seamless round colummn, Laer
coversd in drvwall, The stair and railing system,
which looks deceptively simple, required arowmd 20
different post designs, each one with different cuts
aned pieces, “The matrix of the thing was beyond
belef,” he recalls, “Wes made some recommendations
and redesigned some things bu didn’t compromise
the imtegrity of the design m the process.”

During construction, crews treated the log like o
tree preserve,” following a rigorous plan established
by arborist Andy Boss of KTEC Tree Care, to mini-
mize heav-equipment damage to irees and rool 5%
tems Oinky 12 rees were cleared o Build the hoase,
he says, “and the rees thar we saved are siill healthy”

[hroughout the home, curves and angles interply,

with fluid, organic shapes softening bold limes.

Wherever vour stand, windows reveal brilliant views of
the outdoors. “We tied o make the house flow
together G a0 series of open spaces,” savs WilkolT,
“When vou cnter, you can see through the fover, the
family room, the ving room 1o the backyard, In has
s much visual depth.”

High on dramis and aesthetics, the intenor architec-
e is also extremely functional. The great room
opens o a spacious kitchen and breakiase room. All
three of these spoces not only have the beest viesws of the
back woods, but they abo have southern exposure o
take advaniage of passve solar energy. The Eiichen
flows into the dining room, amuted in the fvont of the
house off the foyver, and alzo leads w the powder room,
mudramm and garage, From the kichen, a back stan
case leads o the scoond floor. The main level also
hwises the hshand's office and anin-taw suige.

Diring the design stage, the owners turned fo nte
rior designer Barbara Hawthorn o create spaces that
wiorild nat anly suit their Jifesovle but also remain troe
o their “preen” sensibilities, A former director of an
and water quality programs for the Mational Park

Service and an'emplovee and consuliant for the EPA,
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