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FLANNING

of giving the home the warm yet elegant look thar he was
after. Drawing on Matalie Jacoby's Mediterranean heritage,
Hawthom created a color palette intended o evoke a sense
of warmth and surnshine yenr-round. With a succession of
evolving colors, the rooms at the front of the howse are
rreared 1o a soft seraw-like yellow, while those in the back are
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a slightly darker term cotta. Interjections of bolder colors
throughour—egeplant in the artwork in the frone hall, for
example—add spice to the paletre. Says Barkara: “Walking
through the houwse—with the colors going from lighter o

"

darker—is like going from moming light 1o afternoon light.
Now what could be better than that?! m







URBAN

Built for a family of seven, a brand-new house
in a long-established enclave of Washington,
D.C., makes room for the whole gang

WRITTEN BY JESSICA TOLLIVER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TONY GIAMMARING STYLING BY MOHA DWORKIN

hen Michael and Natalie Jacoby were searching
for a new home for themselves and their five school-age
children, they had a list of criteria, some of it contradic-
tory. On the one hand, they yeamed for a house in an urban neighbor-
hood: one with mature trees, established houses, parks within walking
distance, and a short commute to downtown. At the same time how-
ever, they also sought some features that are far more likely to exist in
the sprawl of many suburban and exurban communities: namely, a low-
maintenance home larpe enough for every child to have his or her own

bedroom and with a few up-to-date conveniences, including a master

suite, a casual and open layout, and a built-in garge.
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So what did the J: vs do when faced with
the potential of a blank slate in a desirable urban
neighborhood? They hired & builder who'd liter-
ally been around the block—their block—a few
vimes. Chrvssa ilf, a desipner with Hanlon
Diesign Build, a local firm dhar handle
desigm and construction of new hos
already built several houses in the neig
and Michoel liked what he saw. He contacted
the and ser the ball in motion.

surprisingly, building in an esrablished

nelghborhood like the Jacobys' presenced
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handful of restrictions: namely, the size, shape, ond weoprphy of the lot. Hugseing
a relatively sleep slope, the lot s narrow and deep. Wolf devermined that vo make
the most of the lot—and to eke out the maximum possible squire footage on it
shie would need o design the new howse 1o work with Mother Manire, not aesinst
her. Her solution! A new house that determinedly stays tree to the shape of the lot.
The structure is relatively narrow, yver renches four stories high and follows the
curves of the hillside. Wich a built-in garage on the lower level and a prominent
porch and entry on top, the house stakes a commanding presence on the sireetscape.
And though the exterior of the home is decidedly impressive, the interior is
squally warm and friendly. While elegant, the spacious and open layour is intended
to make all seven members of the Jacoby family feel welcome and comfortable at

all times. Of course, meals consume a considerable portion of the family’s waking
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hours, and Wolf and Jacoby desiymed the floor
plan ro sccommodare that lifestyle. Ax dhe literal
heart of the moin floor is the breakinse nook, a
mbsnomer for the large, casual dining arca where
thie family breaks bread for all bur a handiul of
meals, Becawse the main floor is wide open, th
breakfast area 12 visible from vantage points in
every direction

At the front of the house is the family room,
while a more formal grear room and dll‘l.l.l'l.l_: RACHIAL]
occupy the rear. RBounding our the main floor are
the kirchen and o study for Michoel, bath of which
are located off a hallway on the righr. (Though
Michael intended to reserve the study for his
CXC |.I.I:vl'-'l: (117 I:]'u: khl'- |.|'I|.'Il.'til]'_l."l.| o [ake over !||.|1
rooimn as well, There, right in front of the fireplace,
mwo af the |"|.'-1_,'.h stake their claim every night for
another round of video games. )

Finally, Michael consulted with another pro-
tessional, inerior desigmer Barbara Hawrhom o
delean, Virginia, whom he chareed with the task

4 AsiERicax DeEam Hoses  Juse 2006




| = I..“H"F'!I! s

RICHARD BRANSON’S

UNIQUE MAGICAL ISLAND HOME
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